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“A Trip Through Bordeaux”
Introduction

To fully understand why this event was even contemplated, you will have to have experienced the problems of organising an event for someone for whom corporate entertainment is as regular an element of their lives as breathing in and out.

Why look at an event such as this? Perhaps it is best summed up in the words of one who when asked the question “How do I get half a dozen CEO’s round the same table on the same day in Hong Kong”  -answered, “That’s easy, hire Jaspar Corbett to present a Trip Through Bordeaux”.

For most people wine is an everyday occurrence and for many it is a subject, which they enjoy not only on the physical plane but also on the cerebral.  A number have tasted the very best, but few have visited the hallowed turf, and time dictates the rest.

A Trip Through Bordeaux does exactly what it says but affords those guests only one journey and that is to the venue of this event, for the rest is a virtual reality trip undertaken during a dinner at a restaurant or the offices of the host or at home.

What Happens ?

Jaspar Corbett will compère the evening.  Having welcomed all the guests he will offer them a glass of vintage Champagne and briefly explain what will happen to them on the other side of the closed doors.  A dinner of five/six courses will follow, each course simple and applicable to the wine being tasted.

When they enter the dining room the table will be laid with the corresponding number of places and one for Jaspar.  Each place setting shall have 7 red Bordeaux glasses and 2 Sauternes glasses. On the sideboard decanters, and no bottles in sight, for the time being.

At the head of the table there will be a ‘flip chart’ on which the map of Bordeaux shall take shape. As the dinner starts so the journey begins – first stop, the northerly village of Saint Estephe.  We shall stop at most of the 64 chateaux of the Medoc’s Grand Cru Classe, but taste only one chateau from each village – perhaps the Chateau Cos d’Estournel 1955 from St Estephe ? With each stop a small piece of information shall be imparted but no hint shall be given as to which Chateau they shall stop at next.

The map takes shape as we travel.  Once there are two wines poured Jaspar stops and sits down to let the guests taste the wine and have a conversation amongst themselves. Then on with the journey traveling down through Pauillac to St Julien and then Margaux, with a further two wines on the table there is another rest and another course arrives.  Then on to the Graves.  A quick rest here and then over the river to Saint Emilion and then up to Pomerol and the last of the reds!

Heading south back over the river and into Sweet Wine country.  First stop Barsac and perhaps a little something from Chateau Climens, the 1976, then over the border into Sauternes and a must, the 1975 from Chateau d’Yquem. Pudding and cheese have now been dealt with and the map is complete.  
Who is best suited for this event ?

This event is truly unique, for rarely will someone have tasted so many great wines from classic vintages in one evening.  Further to have Bordeaux unraveled over a two and a half-hour period will probably also be a first, and makes this an event that many will be prepared to travel for!

It is advised that the Host should meet Jaspar before booking an event to make sure that the structure is understood and how the host would like the evening planned.

A typical selection of wines to be tasted would be as follows;

Champagne




Medoc
Jacquesson Avize Grand Cru 2001

Saint Estephe
-
Château Cos d’Estournel 1966







Pauillac

-
Château Grand Puy Lacoste 1985

Barsac





Saint Julien
-
Château Gruaud Larose 1986

Château Climens 1976



Margaux
-
Château Rausan Segla 1989

Sauternes




Graves

-
Château Haut-Brion 1970
Château d’Yquem 1970
St Emilion
-
Château Figeac 1983







Pomerol
-
Château Clinet 1988


Because of the rising price of Fine Wines, this event is charged at the cost of the wines you choose to taste. We supply the glasses and you the venue and the dinner.  We can provide you with restaurant venues if you do not wish to do this in-house.
This event is best suited for parties of no more than 25 guests.
Further Information

These events are designed for London. Jaspar will travel to any UK or European destination to present his event but will require any travel and accommodation costs to be met by the client.

The cost of the venue and the dinner and any charges levied for corkage are not included.  A Trip Through Bordeaux will provide all of the wine, glasses, decanters and all paperwork for the event.
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